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Biodiversity is moving up in the
agenda

Biodiversity and the many essential services we receive from ecosystems are
central to our economies, societies and well-being. Loss of biodiversity
threatens hard-won development gains in many ways, such as less productive
and resilient agricultural systems or declining availability of traditional medicines.
In recent years, international cooperation has moved from promoting biodiversity
in isolation to integrating it into other areas of work, and from thinking about
nature, climate and development as separate issues to recognising their
interconnectedness (for more on this, see this ).

In spring 2024, the two SDC Networks Climate, DRR and Environment and
Agriculture & Food Systems held a joint learning journey on mainstreaming
biodiversity and the recognition of the value of ecosystem services. We got an
overview of global biodiversity frameworks and funding mechanisms, heard from
projects and learned about practical tools to integrate biodiversity considerations
into our work. All outcomes of the learning journey can be found

This newsletter aims to build further on this learning journey. Readers can
expect to read about the recent UN Biodiversity Conference, as well as an in-
depth look at SDC's biodiversity financing. The newsletter also offers insights
from members of the CDE Network who have shared their current work on
biodiversity.

Enjoy your reading!

Co-Focal Point SDC Network Agriculture and Food Systems

Focal Point SDC Network Climate, DRR and Environment

News from the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP-16) in
Cali, Colombia

The 16th Conference of the Parties tg COPI / CP-MOP 11/ NP

the Convention on Biological Diversity, AL - COLOMBIA &

e

(COP-16) was held in Cali,
Colombia, from 21 October to 1
November 2024. This was the first
UN Biodiversity Conference since the
adoption of the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework
(KMGBF) at COP-15 in Montreal in Impressions from the final plenary at
2022. Accordingly, the focus was on COP-16 in Cali, Colombia. © UN
the implementation of the Global Biodiversity

Framework and its goals and targets.



https://mw.weaver.ch/f/view.aspx?19931851E528532851D4199399817419735971F558532991159983913606D2
https://www.iied.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/2023-03/21381iied.pdf
https://www.sdc-foodsystems.ch/en/trip-around-rio
mailto:stephanie.piers-de-raveschoot@eda.admin.ch
mailto:andre.wehrli@eda.admin.ch

COP-16 was the largest biodiversity
conference to date, with more than 23,000 registered participants in the
negotiation zone.

After two weeks of negotiations and a final plenary session that lasted almost
twelve hours, during which various decisions were adopted, COP-16 lost its
quorum and was suspended. As a result, the remaining agenda items could not
be considered for adoption.

Topics on which decisions were adopted:

o The cornerstones of a voluntary multilateral mechanism to share the
benefits from uses of digital sequence information on genetic resources
(DSI) have been agreed.

¢ A permanent Subsidiary Body for Indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities (IPLCs) was adopted with the aim of strengthening their
participation in the work of the CBD.

o Further decisions were adopted on a diverse range of topics including
climate change, health, invasive alien species, and biodiversity
mainstreaming. By COP-16, the majority, 119 Parties, have submitted
national targets for the implementation of the KMGBF. So far, 44 Parties
have submitted updated National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans
(NBSAPs). Many, including Switzerland, have indicated that they will
finalise their updated NBSAP shortly.

Topics on which no decisions were adopted:

Financing was one of the most contentious issues at COP-16. With widely
divergent positions on resource mobilisation and the CBD's financial
mechanism, no agreement was reached in Cali.

The main mandate on finance was the adoption of the updated Resource
Mobilization Strategy. Yet, several countries, including African and small island
developing states, called for the creation of an additional, new fund. However,
given the establishment of the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund in record
time following COP-15, the Global North was neither willing to create yet another
new fund, nor did they consider it expedient to create new and additional bodies
and processes. In their view, the creation of yet another fund would further
fragment the international biodiversity finance landscape making access to
finance only more difficult and not mobilize more funding from fiscally constraint
government budgets in the Global North. Others supported the option of
discussing the need for a new fund and alternative financing solutions until the
next COP. In the final plenary session, the COP Presidency’s proposal to create
a new fund was not accepted by several countries. As COP-16 was then closed
due to lack of a quorum, no decision on resource mobilisation was taken.

Other draft decisions could not be adopted due to the suspension, although
most of their content has been finalised. These include the operationalisation of
the monitoring framework to track countries' progress on biodiversity and
synergies with other conventions.

Next steps

COP-16 will resume at a later date and venue in 2025 to complete the agenda.
COP-17 will take place in Armenia in 2026. For further information on the

outcome of COP-16, see

Contact: and , FOEN

How SDC tracks biodiversity-related finance

As biodiversity faces growing

challenges worldwide, tracking
finance devoted to biodiversity
projects is essential. By doing so, we
ensure that resources are effectively
channeled to sustain ecosystems
and support international
conservation goals. At SDC,

Biodiversity Finance within Swiss ODA (2022)

142M CHF
%)
M Biodiversity Finance

Other Official Development
Assistance (ODA)

4151M CHF
(97%)

Data source: Statistics of Development Finance, SO
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biodiversity-related finance tracking

enC(‘)mpasstles three (.:hannells: Overview of the proportion of SDC's
multilateral finance, bilateral finance, Official Development Assistance (ODA)
and —an area we hope to see grow — that is tracked as biodiversity finance.
private sector mobilization.

For bilateral finance, SDC employs the Rio Policy Marker system, which began
as a qualitative way to indicate how environmental goals feature in development
projects. Today, it also provides a quantitative basis for biodiversity finance.
When biodiversity is the “principal” objective, meaning the project wouldn’t exist
without this focus, 100% of the project budget counts as biodiversity finance. For
projects where biodiversity is a “significant” but secondary goal, 40% of the
budget is allocated to biodiversity finance. This method allows SDC to account
for the biodiversity components of its bilateral development projects.

Tracking multilateral finance is different, as biodiversity data from multilateral
institutions are currently unavailable. Unlike climate finance, where official OECD
numbers are available, biodiversity finance lacks OECD-defined disbursements
by multilateral institutions. To address this, SDC applies ratios to its core
contributions, using coefficients derived from expert assessments and additional
online sources. This approach enables SDC to allocate a proportional share of
core contributions to biodiversity finance, providing a robust estimate where
official data is lacking.

Private sector mobilization for biodiversity remains an ambition for the future.
While it has been emerging in climate finance, it is not yet widespread in the
biodiversity field. Currently, SDC has no biodiversity projects supported through
private mobilization, though we hope this channel will become a valuable way to
increase biodiversity funding in the years to come.

Contact: , SDC

Recent work on biodiversity within the CDE Network

Managing complex landscapes in
North Macedonia

The Nature Conservation Program
(NCP) in North Macedonia was a
SDC mandate that has recently been
completed after 11 years of
operation. It focused on the
Bregalnica River catchment in North

Macedonia, which is particularly rich The Honey East Association’s
in biodiversity due to its wide variety beekeepers pursue a sustainable income
of habitats. However, biodiversity is by following strict quality guidelines and

threatened by the intensification of marketing their honey jointly. © Helvetas

agriculture by the remaining farmers
as young people move away in search of work.

The NCP led to the designation of two protected areas and supported the
development of associated management plans. It also considered economic
opportunities such as ecotourism and the marketing of sustainably grown rice
and honey from local bees. The first phase of the program was implemented by
Helvetas in partnership with the local company Farmahem, which took over
implementation in the second and third phases. Some take-aways from the
localization efforts can be found . Additional information about the project
and issue sheets that dive into different aspects can be read

Contact: , Helvetas

Harnessing biodiversity for
climate adaptation in the Andes

SDC is currently supporting two
initiatives that focus on climate
adaptation in the Andes. In both
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programmes, biodiversity plays a
crucial role. The

programme aims to increas
e the resilience of mountain
communities and ecosystems to
climate change through research,
governance activities, and capacity
building. Among other things, the
programme has contributed to
regional monitoring networks, such
as the or the

Click on this map to gain an overview of
biodiversity in the Andes. © Andean

» Which link knowl Mountain Initiative

edge to decision-making processes.
It also supports the

, which advances the dialogue on climate adaptation, land manage
ment, and biodiversity conservation between various actors.

in turn focuses on the essential role of agrobi
odiversity in adapting to a changing climate. It supports a range of initiatives in
Peru, Bolivia and Ecuador that demonstrate how innovative practices and local
knowledge can promote sustainable and resilient agriculture. A series of
(in Spanish) provides insights into the concept of agrobiodiversity zo
nes.

Contact: , SDC Hub Lima
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The many benefits of mangroves
in Guatemala

Mangroves are one of the most
crucial ecosystems on our planet.
According to the

, these forest
s not only protect coastal

communities from extreme weather Mangroves on the Pacific Coast of
but also help combat climate change Guatemala. © Jose Jorge Ubico Koose /
by storing carbon up to four times Mangrove Photography Awards.

more effectively than other tropical
forests. Despite covering only 0.1% of Earth's land, mangroves play a vital role
in supporting biodiversity and the livelihoods of millions of people.

Recognizing this importance, WWF has launched the initiative

, a multi-year proj
ect in Guatemala to restore 45 hectares of mangrove forests. A key aspect of
the project is working with the Local Mangrove Roundtables, which are local
forest management platforms that bring together community members,
municipality leaders and the National Forest Institute (INAB) to discuss and
address mangrove challenges. Most recently, WWF has organised efforts to
increase fire-fighting capacity and worked with national and international
organisations to analyse past dynamics of mangrove cover, providing valuable
data for future efforts to support biodiversity and climate adaptation.

Contact: , WWF

Further reading from the CDE Network

Living Planet Report 2024

WWEF has recently published the Lt
shows that every indicator that measures the state of
nature on a global scale is in decline. Over the past 50
years, the average size of monitored wildlife populations
has shrunk by 73%. This figure is based on nearly 35,000
population trends for 5,495 species. The report also offers
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solutions. As Kirsten Schuijt, Director General of WWF

International, puts it: "We can avoid the tipping points,
nature can recover and temperatures can stabilise, but we must act now, drive
change and hold each other accountable." See WWF Switzerland's press
release.

Unlocking NGO potential for effective WWCS

The Swiss NGO DRR Platform has published a report on
weather, water and climate services (WWCS). The
provision and use of weather, water and climate data to
support decision-making plays a critical role in climate
adaptation and DRR, but requires the collaboration of sy o
multiple actors with different expertise and skills. The report ‘X / \L‘M &
highlights the challenges and opportunities that NGOs may . -

face in designing and implementing WWCS projects. It
draws on the experiences of different NGOs and provides five case studies from
member organisations of the Swiss NGO DRR Platform.

Roadmaps to Nature Positive

The World Business Council for
Sustainable Development (WBCSD)
has recently published a report that
sets out how the private sector can
play its part in halting and reversing
biodiversity loss. It provides step-by-

step guidance for companies to
identify the most significant dependencies, impacts, risks and opportunities
(DIROs) for their business, which in turn inform priority areas for action and
transformation levers to accelerate action and investment in nature.

CONTACT

Visit our webpage: SDC’s Network on Climate, DRR & Environment
For further questions, contact the CDE Focal Point:

André Wehrli, andre.wehrli@eda.admin.ch
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