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Bridging Themes for Greater Impact:
Enhancing Collaboration in Times of Global Crises



Housekeeping rules

Please keep your microphonemuted at all time.
Please make sure to have youull name properly spelled out.

Use thechat to share reflections, resources and ask questions.

Keep your mobile phone at hand to join the interactivBlenti sessions.

The keynote presentation will becorded The discussions wiibt be recorded.
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Background 1T Why ?
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Wh a t beisg offered today ?

1) Context : Global urgency & polycrises T where do we stand, major challenges
Clara Nicolai, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research

2) Anchoring through current examples : Who is doing what, and how
Panel discussion with regional advisors and thematic experts

3) Open discussion
Q&A session from all participants

4) Wrapping up & next steps
SDC Green Nexus network focal points
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Mentl survey

First, we'd like to get a shared
idea of who we all are In this
webinar today

https://www.menti.com/all6oghe9owl



https://www.menti.com/al16oghe9ow1

Out of the three networks AFS, CDE and Water, how many are you part of ?

33

8

1 Network 2 Networks 3 Networks
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\Which of the following themes do you cover in your daily work?

44
24 29 29
Water Biodiversity Climate Change  Food Security DDR



PART 1 :

Keynote speech 1 Global context & polycrises

Clara Nicolal , M.Sc.
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK)
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Sustainable Development in the Face of
Global Urgency anBolycrises

Keynote | 10 November 2025
Clara Nicolai, Coordination Planetary Boundaries Science Lal
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research
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Agenda

A How can we assess the state of the planet using the Planetary Boundaries ?
A What is the Planetary Health Check Report & why is it published annually?
A How do we prioritize in the face of polycrises?

A How can the Planetary Boundaries guide sustainable development?



How can we assess the state of the planet
using the Planetary Boundaries ?



Beyond Climate: The Planetary Crisis Unfolding
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Climate crisis increasing frequency of

Dangers of wildfires, extreme weather and other factors -
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afterit melted faster than expe: Human-caused heating behind extreme ~
droughts in Syria, Iraq and Iran, study
finds

Intense patches of cold water rising from the depths are killing
sharks, rays and other creatures, researchers say

Millions of people’s lives wrecked by droughts that used to happen
once every 250 years but now expected once a decade

1 A wildfire burns south of Fort McMurray, Alberta, near Highway 63 on 7 May 2016. Photograph:
inathan Hayward/AP
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Forest fires leave Manaus with second worst air quality in the
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o A fisherman \nlks across a dry patch of land in the marshes in Dhi Qar province, Iraq.
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Port in Manaus records lowest water level since 1902, leaving boats
stranded and unable to deliver food and water to remote villages

Rapid ocean warming and unusually hot winter days recorded as
human-made global heating combines with El Nifio

Global heating \Mass 1.5C threshold p
' this year, top ex-Nasa scientist says
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‘Unprecedented ass coral bleaching
expected in 2024, says expert

Climate crisis: average world incomes to
dimiI]lSh by nearly d fifth by 2050 2023 is first year of potential pair of El Nifio years and since 1997,
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Climate-heating gases reach record
highs, UN reports
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Cost of environmental damage will be six times higher than price
of limiting global heating to 2C, study finds

0 Aerial view showing a boat and a arém, Brazil. Photograp [
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Resilience

Ability to absorb global change,
including human pressures.

Safe Operating Space

(Holocene-like conditions)

Habitability

Conditions that sustain life

and support human societies.
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<\ Stability

Predictable planetary patterns,
cycles & phenomena.

PIK Potsdam / GLOBAIA



Freshwater Use Biosphere Integrity Climate Change

LandSystem Change Biogeochemical Flows Stratospheric Ozone Depletion

O Planetary Boundary Processes

Ocean Acidification Novel Entities Atmospheric Aerosol Loading



